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Dear Old Rutlishians’, 

Autumn is well and truly upon us, 

and with it comes the end-of-year 

buzz at the club. As usual, October 

has been a month full of 

excitement, and I’d like to take a 

moment to reflect on a couple of 

highlights, particularly the ever-

popular Halloween Blood and 

Gutsfest! 

A huge thank you to Paul 

Riches for once again 

masterminding what has become 

one of the most anticipated events 

on our calendar. This year’s 

Halloween Blood and Gutsfest was 

another roaring success! 

Unfortunately, I had a prior 

engagement and could only pop 

into the club briefly in the 

afternoon. But, from what I saw, it 

was clear that everyone involved 

had gone above and beyond to 

make this event unforgettable. 

The costumes, the atmosphere, 

the general sense of mischief—it 

all came together beautifully. 

As always, special thanks 

to Alex and his hardworking bar 

team who kept things running 

smoothly with their usual high-

energy service. Their tireless 

effort and infectious enthusiasm 

are what make these events so 

enjoyable. We all owe them a 

drink (or two!). 

For those who weren’t able to 

make it or want to relive the 

madness, Mike Stallard has kindly 

provided a write-up of the event, 

which you can read in this issue. 

Spoiler alert: it was a Halloween 

to remember! 

 

Now, on to some exciting updates 

from our sports sections! As many 

of you know, I’ve been doing my 

best to keep up with all the 

incredible action going on across 

our teams. And let me tell you, 

I’m constantly in awe of the 

passion, dedication, and hard work 

displayed by our players. The 

sports reports below speak for 

themselves, but it’s always worth 

taking a moment to reflect on how 

many of our members are out 

there, week in and week out, 

representing the club with such 

spirit. 

The Ruts continue to show what 

we're made of, and I couldn't be 

prouder. Keep it up, everyone! 

ORA Orbit  

November 2024 
The President writes 
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A quick reminder that the ORA 

Dinner in March is fast 

approaching, and we’re nearly out 

of space!  

If you’re hoping to attend this 

traditional and much-loved event, 

please get in quick before tickets 

are all snapped up. It’s always a 

fantastic evening filled with good 

food, great company, and plenty 

of laughs. Check out the poster in 

this edition for all the details and 

don’t miss out! 

 

Not only are we providing sport for 

members to play and watch, 

we’ve got a whole bunch of furry 

friends regularly visiting the club 

too. Yes, as you’ll recall from last 

month’s Orbit, our club is not only 

the place for Old Rutlishians’, but 

also for our beloved pets. This 

month, I’m pleased to announce 

that the Dog of the Month is none 

other than Daisy Lennard! 🐶 

Daisy, of course, is the delightful 

canine companion of our very own 

“Mr. Football” Gavin Lennard. You 

can often spot Daisy—who is far 

more interested in the local 

wildlife and her own agenda—

leading Gavin around Poplar Road, 

dragging him in the direction of 

the nearest snack. Whether she’s 

chasing after the ball or just 

rolling in something ‘questionable’ 

(Daisy, not Gavin), Daisy is always 

a welcome sight at the club and 

makes the perfect addition to our 

ever-growing Old Ruts Hounds pack 

[Old Mutts anyone?]. She's well-

known for her wagging tail, her 

enthusiastic greetings, and her 

impeccable “who’s a good 

girl?” pose. Congrats, Daisy—

you’ve earned it! 🐾 

As we look ahead to the festive 

season, keep an eye on our social 

media channels for all the exciting 

events we’ll be hosting at the club 

over Christmas. If you’re around 

on Christmas Day, it would be 

wonderful to see as many of you 

as possible for a lunchtime drink. 

There's nothing quite like catching 

up with fellow Old Rutlishians’ to 

warm the heart during the holiday 

season. 

Thanks again to everyone who 

makes these events happen, and 

to each and every one of you who 

continues to support our club. The 

Old Rutlishians’ spirit is alive and 

well, and I look forward to seeing 

many of you at the club soon. 

Up the Ruts! 

Warm regards, 

 

Daniel  

Daniel Poulter,  

President, Old Rutlishians’ 

Association 



  



I have received a huge number of 

emails from our ex-Presidents, VPs 

and Overseas members expressing 

their sympathy on hearing of the 

passing of our long term groundsman 

Mick McCarthy. 

Mick became groundsman at Poplar 

Road after working at the old BBC 

ground opposite the University of 

London's Ground at Motspur Park (now 

Fulham's training ground).  He was 

brought into the role by the then 

Ground Manager, Geoff Standish in 

1974. 

He was a one man worker and seemed 

capable of erecting all the rugby posts 

and the associated netting poles on 

his own!  Always on hand on a 

Saturday and spot on when it came to 

preparing the two plunge baths for 

the after match 'soak' - steaming hot 

and extremely welcome after a hard, 

cold and muddy game! 

With his groundwork it is important to 

remember that our wicket was voted 

the best wicket in the whole of the 

Surrey Championship for the 2010 

season.  We regularly hosted Surrey 

Cup Rugby semi finals in the 1970s 

and 80s due to the excellence of the 

pitch.  We have hosted many CLOB 

and Surrey OB matches plus at least 

one international.  When the soccer 

section restarted in the early 1990s 

they inherited a pitch that is the envy 

of many rival clubs. 

During the many years I was House & 

Ground Manager he was ever reliable 

and he was always on hand to help me 

with the many chores presented by 

the maintenance required at the club. 

Taking messages, collecting money 

from the Japanese dancers, chatting 

to the public when they enquired 

about the club, ensuring that the car 

park was not for all and sundry and 

helping Pat Keene out with all the 

catering supplies were just a few of 

the tasks that he willingly undertook 

over and above his groundsman's 

duties.   

Perry Keene also worked closely on 

the ground with Mick for many years 

and he recalls how much Mick used to 

enjoy putting up the Christmas 

decorations and decorating the 

tree.  Mick also ran club discos. 

Mick retired in 2017 after being with 

us for over 43 years, declining health 

and the passing of time meant he 

couldn't continue but he was an 

institution at the club and was sorely 

missed. 

I know everyone will join me in 

passing our condolences to his family 

and close friends.  When we have 

further details of his funeral 

arrangements we will let all know. 

Ian Lambert 

Mick - 25 not out 

(from Orbit, April 2000) 

One of the many pleasurable duties 

our President, Michael Hunt, had to 

perform during his year of office was 

the presentation of a gold watch to 

Mick, our groundsman, in recognition 

of the 25 years’ service he completed 

last year. Our ground often gets nods 

of approval from our visitors, and this 

is in no small way due to the efforts 

of Mick. Mick came over from the BBC 

grounds in Motspur Park in 1974 and 

then Grounds Manager Geoff Standish 

set him to work and even bought him 

a new, well newish, tractor. 

Mick’s hobbies are mainly music and 

video and he has starred as the DJ for 

many discos at the Club over the 

years. 

The work does not vary much year to 

year, the cricket season means 

stepping up a gear to keep the square 

in trim and of course, the extra 

demands of junior sport have been 

increasing over the years. 

Mick has worked for several Ground 

Managers and has had a unique 

viewpoint of life at Poplar Road. Like 

many of us, he has fond memories 

which he feels are best expressed by 

the words of Johnny Cash –  

I’ve seen ‘em come and go and I’ve 

seen them die  

And long ago I stopped askin’ why 

 

Mick McCarthy 
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Silver Youth Club – Hallowe’en 



Quite often when I’m down at the 

Ruts I’m asked “What’s Rob doing 

now?” Well, my son Rob is running 

a travellers’ hostel called T5 Social 

in Bucharest whilst also arranging 

nightly events to encourage guests 

to stick around and use the bar 

and garden with the opportunity 

to mix with locals and ex-pats. 

On my recent visit I took part in 

Taskmaster, Open Mic and Trivia 

Night. Previously I have played 

Crazy Golf, Ping Pong, Archery, 

Ladder Toss, Board Games and 

listened to local musicians and 

poets perform. The programme is 

varied and draws on the talents 

within the community. Rob’s 

experience at Rutsfest and hosting 

Old Ruts’ quiz nights has no doubt 

helped. In 2024 T5 won an HOSCAR 

for best small hostel in Europe. 

One thing Rob really missed about 

the UK was cricket. He now plays 

for Transylvania Cricket Club and 

they have enjoyed an excellent 

season beating league champions 

Cluj in an exciting tournament 

that I spectated in September.  

Their very attractive ground is just 

outside Bucharest, with an 

adjacent fishing lake, TV platform 

and raked seating. When I was 

there two gentlemen of the Royal 

Household Cricket Club at Windsor 

made a flying visit in the hope of 

furthering cricket in Romania, a 

country King Charles loves. 

The hostel is a 10-minute walk 

from Unirii, the square where the 

airport bus terminates (60p fare). 

In the summer Unirii has a musical 

fountains show. Bucharest is 

sometimes referred to as “Little 

Paris” with its wide tree-lined 

boulevards. The city is overlooked 

by the vast Parliament Building 

and this along with the opulent 

Ceaucescu’s house hark back to 

Communist days. 

Many visitors take a day trip to 

Dracula’s Bran Castle and Brasov. 

Peles Castle is set in the beautiful 

Carpathians and easy to get to by 

rail, as is Sighisoara (UNESCO site) 

or Constanta on the Black Sea. I 

hope to visit Sibiu noted for its 

Christmas market soon. My trip on 

the Transfagarasan Road (Top 

Gear’s “best road in the world”) 

was full of zig zags and fortunately 

the sighting of wild bears. An 

immense salt mine was another 

revelation and as Bulgaria is not 

far away I’ve been across the 

border a couple of times but it is 

culturally quite different. 

Rob has been in Bucharest six 

years. It is a top long weekend 

destination and people are 

starting to wake up to its beauty 

and diversity. Recently the Therme 

spa near Bucharest airport has 

attracted day trippers from Luton 

and Stansted as it works out 

cheaper than something similar 

back home. 

t5social.com (and on Facebook) 

www.therme.ro 

www.getyourguide.com › romania  

Rosemary Lever 

 

 

Rob in Romania 

t5social.com
www.therme.ro
www.getyourguide.com%20


 

 

  



Gutsfest proves fantastic 

evening for young and 

old! 

This year’s Gutsfest seems to have 

earnt the “best ever” tag from all 

the feedback received so far. 

Saturday 2 November saw 

hundreds of Ruts and guests turn 

up for a lively and fun evening at 

the Club. The Kidszone looked 

fantastically spooky and with a 

great Disco courtesy of DJ Matt 

Cox standing in for Nick (get 

better soon matey!), free pizza, 

glow sticks and plenty of sweets 

they all had a great time. 

The bands, all introduced by our 

very own MC Gus Litster,  started 

upstairs just after 6 with 

Symbittal, all guys from Rutlish 

School, bursting out of the 

blocks!! Spree and Set4 kept the 

energy high before a break for the 

excellent fireworks at 8pm. 

NightTrain rocked everybodys 

socks off once the music 

restarted, Don’t Stop Believing the 

highlight! Roy the Boy, reinvented 

as RoyOasis for the night, belted 

out classic after classic with much 

singing along before Sheducation 

yet again delivered a storming set 

to huge crowd approval. A 

somewhat apprehensive Eddies 

took to the stage for the final slot 

knowing they were following some 

excellent sets and just managed to 

pull it off with lead singer Harriet 

Hughes morphing from Blondie to 

Kylie to Ronnie Spector in great 

style before Love Shack got 

everyone dancing….. 

Huge respect to Andy and his crew 

for delivering a fantastic stage. 

lighting and sound system! The bar 

staff under Alex worked wonders 

serving a record amount for a 

Gutsfest evening and massive 

thanks to Adam on the pizzas and 

Jane, Jen, Sarah, Patrick, Sue and 

Donna for running the BBQ so well 

yet again. 

George VB and team worked 

wonders on the door and thanks as 

well to our young helpers in the 

Kidzone and clearing up. Events 

like this are what makes the Club 

such a special place and final hats 

off to Paul Riches for pulling the 

whole event together and Caroline 

and Neil Robinson who grafted all 

day to make sure everyone had a 

great evening. 

Mike Stallard 

  

Hallowe’en Blood & GutsFest 



On 21 September a group of Old 

Boys who had started at Rutlish 

School in September 1974 met 

once again at Poplar Road.  

Nevil Hagon (Vikings, 1974-79) 

suggested to friends and via the 

OR’s Facebook Group that marking 

50 years since those days was too 

good a chance to miss.  

Nevil says: “unlike previous years 

when we organised a more formal 

event, I wasn’t sure how many 

people would be interested this 

time around, so we kept it quite 

informal and low key. But it was 

fantastic to see faces I haven’t 

seen for years, and to have a good 

chat not only about shared 

experiences back in schooldays, 

but our lives today.  

Rutlish was a peculiar institution 

(in the sense of “special” as 

opposed to “odd” – of course!) and 

seems to have cast a bit of a spell 

of those who went there”.  

The group were delighted to be 

joined by former P.E teacher (and 

OR’s President) Rick Stubbing who 

was life and soul of the occasion 

and kept up with everyone pint-

for-pint!   

Everyone thought the new-look (to 

some) bar and clubhouse was the 

ideal venue for the meet-up, and 

were grateful for the Cornish 

pasties to soak up the beer which 

had been generously arranged for 

and provided by Phil Rumbelow 

and Mike Stallard.  

2029 (and indeed why not 2034?) 

could offer further opportunities 

to celebrate the school years of 

the 1974 intake, and anyone – 

students and teachers – who were 

around at that time will be 

welcome to future gatherings.  

To be sure, Rick will be up for it! 

Nevil Hagon 

  

Class of 1974 Gather at Poplar Road 

 

The class of 1974’s 20th (or 25th)anniversary meeting in 1994 (or 1999) when Nevil Hagon had much darker hair 

The class of 1974’s 50th anniversary meeting in 2024  
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Remembrance Day  


